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There was received on January 8th at the general headquarters of 
tin: Industrial Workers of the World, 212 I tush Temple. Chicago, an 
invitation to a proposed "unity conference" to he held in this city April 
6, and signed "Executive Board of the Western Federation of Miners/ 
It is addressed to "both factions" of the I. W. W. and is reproduced in 
full herewith, followed hy the answer of the officers and General Ex- 
ecutive Hoard of the Industrial Workers of the World. Accompanying 
the invitation was a printed circular addressed to "Believers in In- 
dustrial Unionism." hut since the circular contained nothing material 
to a clear understanding of the issue which is not included in the letter 
itself— except that it was made up almost entirely of the original In^ 
dustrial I'nion Manifesto, upon which the I. W. W. has consistently 
stood since June. 1905, is signed by C. E. Mahoncy and Jas. Kirwan, 
in addition to those whose signatures arc attached to the invitation and 
PROVIDES that "representation at said' conference should he hased 
on one vote fof ever;, thousand l>ona fide dues-paying members or ma- 
jority fraction thereof," it is excluded. 

THE INVITATION 

"Denver, Colo., December 17, 1907. 
"To the Officers of Both Factions of the I. W. W. 

"Dear Sirs and lirothcrs :— The W. F. M. at its last convention passed a 
resolution calling for a conference at Chicago of both factions of the I. W. W., 
ami other lalmr organizations interested in the principles of Industrial Unionism, 
for the purpose of bringing about a consolidation of those organizations of wage 
slaves which have conic to realize the necessity of an economic industrial organiza- 
tion of the workers. ' . 

"We the Executive Board of the \V. F. M., in session assembled, having 
under consideration the causes and circumstances which necessitated a postpone- 
ment of said conference, and being earnestly desirous of carrying out the mandate 
of the fifteenth annual convention ofnhc W. F. M.. and determined to bring about 
a consolidation of the several factions of the I. W. W., in order that its members 
mav Ik- placed in a better position to withstand the onslaught and aggression of 
organized capital, submit to you, as officers of both factions of the I. W. W., the 
following proposition : . . ... ... 

• that we urge upon the officers of the contending factions of the. I. W. W. 
the iK-cesvity of not standing in the way of the solidarity of the working class, 
but to express their willingness to resign and advocate the participation of the 
I. \V. XV. organization in the conference to be called by the W. F. M., in accord- 
ance with enclosed call. , , . 

-So lirmly do we believe and adhere to the principles of industrial unionism 
as set forth in the said manifesto that, rather than sec the working class kept in a 
Mate- of disruption by personal enmity and hatred, if our objects cannot be attained 
in anv other way. we shall recommend to the next convention of the \\ . F. M. that 
the constitution «hall be so amended and changed as to make it possible for the 
W F M to become a foundation for a universal industrial labor organization, 
just as the mining industry is the stepping stone to civilization. .... 

-The deplorable disorganized state of the working class demands drastic 
measures, and we as ihe Exccuti-c Board of the \V. F. M. arc prepared and 
determined to employ every means in our power to bring about the umtication of 

the *™ k J n * ^ a 0 "„, ivc officers of the W. F. M. we are determined to demonstrate 
to mV membership, the membership of both factions of the I. \V. W. and the 
working class generally that we arc not responsible for the continued djsmcmbcr- 
ment of the Industrial Workers of the World. . , , . . . . 

"We earnestly request that you seriously consider this communication and 
forward vour repl'v to tjhc same as soon as possible. ' , . . 

• Farnes'lv 'ni'linp that you will do your part to bring about the reorganization 
of the'l. W. \\\. we remain 

"Yours for Industrial Unionism. 
"RorF.nT Rakokll, 'JR.MWHICK Mackenzie. 

•1. W. Callahaw, •Tainiist Mftis, 

••I c Ldwxev ^ m. H. Haywood, 

"Executive Board of the Western Federation of Miners." 

THE ANSWER 

General Headquarters. 
Industrial Workers of the World. 
212 Rush Temple. Chicago. Jan. 20. 1008. 

to tuv hi-w.rai. exiitttivh hoard ov the it'esterx 
eeperatiox of mixers: 

Gentlemen and lirothcrs: 

The plagiarized Manifesto, also your invitation to attcna a con- 
vention called again bv a few individuals who happen to he at the head 
of the Western Federation of Miners, is but another link in t*3c chain 
of dishonest, treacherous methods pursued to blindfold the masses, and 
give a few tin gods an opportunity they were yearning for to stand in 
the limelight and shine as the great benefactors of bleeding humanity! 
It's a grand stand plav indeed, nay. a farce in repetition 

A noted statesman once said "The appeal to patriotism is the last 
report of a scoundrel." Applied to present dav conditions In thet Ameri- 
can labor movement it would read: "THE APPEAL TO DRASTIC 
MENSURF.S TO BRING ABOUT THE UNIFICATION OF THE 
WORKERS IS THE LAST RESORT OF FAKIRS IN THE LA- 
BOR MOVEMENT!" The history of the past twenty years it full of 
examples, but we revert only to the days when an identical apoeal "to 
drastic measures to hring about the unification of the workev" was 
made by the American Federation of I.abor in 1904 to the \Vestcrn 
Federation of Miners. When we compare the conditions upon* which 
this unification was to Ik established, we certainly must come" to the 
conclusion that the same capitalist class interests that prompted Mie pro- 
posal then, are now at work again to enact another farcical repetition. 
Farcical, because the invitcrs to this "unification convention" are incom- 
petent to outdo Gompers and his lieutenants. 

When Cornelius. McMahon. White. Evans and Max Mo.'ris ap- 
peared in 1004 before the convention of the Western Federation of 
Miners in behalf of the American Federation of Labor, you mcrj in the 
Western mountains immediately decided "That a conference be ar- 
ranged to which all unions affiliated with the American Federafion of 
I .alter, the Western Federation of Miners, the American Labor. I'nion 
and all otherwise independent unions lie invited to send delegates for 
the purjtosc of bringing about the desired results." (See records of 
W. F. of M. convention in 1004). 

Why did you not unite then? Why did you not weep then over 
the fact that the working class was kept in a state of disruption hy per- 
sonal enmity and hitred? 

SUBTERFUGES FOR UNITY 

How quickly did you find out that the invitation for "unification" 
was only a subterfuge. Can you deny, in face of documents in our pos- 
session/that the drastic terms for unification were set forth in circular 
letters sent out from hcidquarters of the American Federation of Labor : 
and that these terms for this proposed "unification" were tantamount to 
the complete emasculation of the Western Federation of Miners ? "Let 
Wi'liam D. Haywcod step down and out and the Western Federation of 



An Invitation to Unity 
which Shows how the 
Burrs and Cockles Stick 
to those who Walk in the 
Byways of Compromise. 



Miners will be all right!" — will you dispute that that was one of the 
provisions fur unification proposed then bv the American Federation of 
Labor? 

How ludicrously docs your letter of invitation compare with terms 
dictated by a category of men serving only capitalist interests, even al- 
lowing one or two exceptions, with the communications of those who 
dictated the first proposals for the "unification of the workers on the 
economic^ field" and resorted then to an "identical appeal to drastic 
measures" and to employ every means to bring about the unification of 
the working class? (Sec records of Boston convention A. F. of L., 
1003) 

No. gentlemen : the idea is not original bv anv means ! But. ah, 
you say: "WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONTIN- 
UED DISMEMBERMENT OF THE INDUSTRIAL WORKERS 
OF THE WORLD." 

Did you copy that again ? Here's what the official organ of the 
United Mine Workers of America, the "Mine Workers' Journal," 
had to say after the invitation for "unification" had been extended to 
the W. F. Of M. in the issue of June 18, 1904 : 

"Mr. White is very hopeful and stated that he regards the chances 
for affiliation with the American Federation of Labor as very hopeful, 
more so than ever before. If this condition prevails there is every 
chance FOR A SETTLEMENT OF THE GREAT STRIKE, FOR 
ACCORDING TO SOCIALISTS. THE FIGHT IN COLORADO 
IS MORE A FIGHT OF THE OPERATORS AGAINST ' THE 
SOCIALISTS THAN AGAINST THE MINERS. 

"Well-known Socialists -have also said that if the Western Federa- 
tion of Miners were to repudiate the American I^tbor Unioa. which is 
said to be in the hands of the Socialists, and would join the Federation of 
Labor, the strike could be brought to an end in a few weeks. A well- 
known and well-informed labor unionist stated that the settlement could, 
he believed, be brought about within three weeks after affiliation 
with the American Federation of I.abor. which is decidedly against 
socialism. 

"We believe the western miners are coming arounrt to sec this mat- 
ter in the same light in which it appears to us." 

Yes. sirs : you find embodied in the last quotation the real issue as 
it was then, as it is to-day, with the difference only that YOU have 
taken the place of the American Federation officials, and YOU think 
that by such a move you and the capitalist class will be able to emascu- 
late the Industrial Workers of the World, — and there is but one organ- 
ization entitled to that name and not two factions as you infer — as the 
American Federation of Labor thought to emasculate the revolutionary 
working class movement when the appeal was sent to vou for unification 
on the economic field, so that the American Federation of Labor would 
no longer be responsible for the hostility of the mine owners and be 
able to settle vour conflicts In a few weeks and consequently stop the 
"FURTHER DISMEMBERMENT OF THE WESTERN FEDER- 
VITON OF MINERS!" 

A FARCICAL REPETITION 

It would be to laugh were it not such a tragic repetition ! Of course 
those who have signed the plagiarized Manifesto as another invitation 
for "unification" don't seem to know how all the dregs of vituperation 
were poured out upon the Western Federation of Miners in 1904. after 
unification on terms dictated by the American Federation of Labor 
was not to the liking of the western unions : but the rank and file should 
be reminded that all-powerful resources of the A. F. of L. leaders and 
the captains of industry were immediately thereafter arrayed against the 
struggling miners ; the organization was to be "dismembered," the volun- 
tary aid and supplies cut off. and nothing short of annihilation was 
contemplated. That all the powers of oppression were not successful 
is solely due to the activity displayed by the then unorganized "revo- 
lutionary unionists." commonly called Socialists, and with an article, 
"Why this ominous silence ?" one of the framers of this answer began 
the exposure of the nefarious schemes of the "unifiers;" others fol- 
lowed : it was the work of the "revolutionists" that saved the Western 
Federation of Miners from disastrous ruin ; it was their work and theirs 
alone that started the propaganda in behalf of the victims of capitalist 
conspiracy, although they never asked for glory and to be placed in 
the limelight, and it is their power as propagandists that the inviters to 
the "unification convention" wish to emasculate : so that the Civic Fed- 
eration may embrace with loving solicitude all the downtrodden who 
will swear allegiance to those who rule and exploit. 

Yes, gentlemen ; in 1904, a presidential election year, the move for 
"unification" by the A. F. of L. was an attempt to hamstring all revo- 
lutionary propaganda on the most essential, the industrial field, and 
divert working class activities in the polluted waters of political com- 
promises. We are in another presidential election year, and experience 
tells us that this proposed "unification" is for political purposes alone, 
and is a scheme to sidetrack the revolutionary industrial union move- 
ment and have more energies concentrated on the political arena, so that 
prospective candidates may have the glory of pulling a high vote for 
their self-aggrandizement : not for the sake of any fundamental prin- 
ciples involved. 

Would it be the first time in the history of the American labor 
movement that conventions called under the pretext of bringing about 
"unification" were turned into political glory-hallelujah affairs? Should 
vjt the final tragedy in the career of the American Railway Union. the 
first attempt at constructing an Industrial Union, resulting from the 
abandonment of the industrial field of battle, where no glorv could be 
earned, for the political playhouse where applause is given to words 



alone ; and where a good actor can chloroform the enthused crowd into 
the belief that his sham-productions are the real acts in life, be sufficient 
to give warning to those who know that only eternal vigilance bv the 
working class will be the price of industrial freedom. 

Hurrah campaigns among the throngs of downtrodden, shouting 
themselves hoarse, is in no way indicative of a constructive propaganda 
on the solid ground of industrial unionism. Big names attract big 
masses temporarily, but the disastrous, appalling history of misguided 
efforts is engraved on the tombstones of those Who have been slaugh- 
tered and have fallen in the battles against the formidable strongholds 
of the rulers and oppressors. The drafters of resolutions and the callers 
for "unification" were seldom on the list of those who bore the real 
brunt of the fights. 

The Industrial Workers of the World have sounded the note of 
warning to the proletarians all over the world ; and we would be derelict 
in our duty towards the working das.* 'in this countrv were we to ignore 
the lessons of the past and fall into the trap laid for the revolutionary 
workers by their enemies and false friends alike. 

Gentlemen, no: not for the self-aggrandizement of political leaders 
will you induce the Industrial Workers of the Worfd to allow its own 
emasculation! A thousand times, no! 

AN OLD ISSUE REVIVED 

Yes. gentlemen : the issue is the same as in 1904, as in 1905, as in 
1906 and 1907, as it is to-day, and as it will be until the organized pro- 
letariat will refuse to leave the factories, the mines and the mills at the 
command of their present masters, and will operate and manage them 
through their respective industrial organizations. It is the issue between 
the defenders of the capitalist system, capitalist corruption, capitalist 
trickery, and those who are striving and preparing, who are organizing, 
training and equipping the workers to make an end to all tnese miserable 
conditions. 

There is no middle ground, gentlemen. 

This was the issue when the American Federation of Labor officials 
sought to emasculate the Western Federation of Miners bv proving 
"unification" under the same pretext that you now copied, "that rather 
than see the working class kept in a state of disruption bv personal 
enmity and hatred, the American Federation proposed to preach, aye, 
not only to preach, but to practice and inculcate the practice of unity! 
fraternity and solidarity of labor." (March and April. 1905. issues 
"American Fedcrationist.") 

Again it was the same issue when in 1905, immediately after the 
issuance of the Industrial I'nion Manifesto, one of the signers, the only 
one who by attaching his name had everything to lose, personally, and 
nothing to gain but persecution and abuse, was victimized at the Itchcst 
of the capitalist class and by the request of the' officials of the A. F. of L. 
(Sec "Columbus Citizen." April 17, 1905), and when the executive 
board of the same organization that you have now invited to participate 
in your "unification" conference, the International Union of United 
Brewery Workers, issued through the Associated Press on April 17th, 
the following statement : 

"We deposed the editor of the Brauer-Zcitttng for signing the 
Manifesto because wc do not propose to let him or those who think 
with him on the subject of 'Industrial Unionism' wreck on the rocks of 
Socialism our national organization," it was clear to every self-thinking 
worker that it was again the same issue of capitalism against revolu- 
tionary unionism. 

Failing in the attempt to smother under the fire of vituperation 
the awakening instincts of the working class, capitalist interests again, 
because unable to throttle the growing restlessness and prevent the or- 
ganization of lines detrimental to the exploiters, succeeded in tempo- 
rarily accomplishing the desired results by the employment of other 
means. What they could not destroy, they sought to control through 
their hirelings. 

DOWN WITH SOCIALIST PRINCIPLES 

It was one of the high officials of the Western Federation of Miners 
who declared during the days of the first convention of the I. W. W. 
in the presence of four witnesses, and who again twenty-four hours 
after the adjournment of that convention reiterated the opinion that 
he will "DO ALL IN HIS POWER TO PREVENT THE DOMINA- 
TION OF SOCIALIST PRINCIPLES IN THE I. W. W.." by 
these utterances again setting clearly forth the issue that apparently 
keeps the working class divided in two hostile camps. It was in 
1905 that individuals, falsely claiming to represent organized 
bodies, found the golden opportunity to foist themselves as 
beasts of prey on a working class that cheerfully accepted the prin- 
ciples embodied in the Manifesto, and only feared that the capitalist 
labor lieutenants would utilize that healthy sentiment and divert it into 
the channels of corruption, and betray again the trust of the millions. 
You, none of YOU, who signed the invitation have ever heard the cries 
of condemnation by the toilers in the industrial centers, who, outraged 
by the lieutenants and politicians of the master class have lost confidence 
in their own class. From the battle of Homestead, in which participated 
on the side of the exploiters one of the sluggers hired bv the money 
which the \Vestern Federation of Miners officials advanced' for the pur- 
pose of killing faithful and loyal members of the working class, up to 
the present day, the workers in the East have witnessed betrayal after 
betrayal, and only we, the Industrial Unionists, are now gaining their 
lost confidence bv pointing to the fact that the INDUSTRIAL WORK- 
ERS OF THE WORLD IS THE ONLY ORGANIZATION THAT 
COULD RID ITSELF. ONE YEAR AFTER BEING ORGANIZED 
OF EVERY LABOR FAKIR, A RECORD WHICH THE ORGAN- 
IZATION CAN BE PROUD OF. A RECORD THAT HAS STAR- 
TLED AND AMAZED ALL THOSE WHO EXPLOIT AND RULE 
AND ALL WHO HELP THEM TO KEEP THE WORKING 
CLASS IN THE BONDAGE OF WAGE SLAVERY! 

That coming events were forecasting their shadows was seen when 
on August sth. 1906. the "Record-Herald" of Chicago announced in an 
editorial that at the 1906 convention of the Industrial Workers of the 
World the "socialists (industrial unionists) will be routed bv those 
who wish to make the organization a real trade union/' and "the dele- 
gation of the Western Federation of Miners it going to help to relegate 
the radicals to the rear and oust them completely/ 7 was prophesied by 
the welt-paid scribbler, Max Mayes, who made such a prediction two 
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To the etfabliahment of the worker." republic, or the Co opejauve Commonwealth, 
no consideration will be a* important a* the tell mooted daciplme of the Induatrial Union. 
On that day when the worker* are called upon to ataume charge of the milk, mines, fac- 



of their ideali and the readjustment ol induttry in accordance with revoiunonaiy require- 
ments for which the Industrial organization has prepared them. Upon them will depend 
the one socially important task of continuing the processes of production and the mainten 
aace of the discipline in all departments which will be necessary to the most efeVnre 



INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM AND 
INDUSTRIAL WORKERS OF THE WORLD 

A falsehood travels fast and far and is hard to overtake. Its promul- 
gators are as elusive as the proverbial flea. They are indifferent to evidence 
and interested only in maintaining the active propaganda of the lie which 
they have started. 

One of the falsehoods which obtained currency immediately following 
the second convention of the I. W. W. in 1906, and which, although it has 
traveled far and fast, is destined soon to serve as a boomerang against those 
who started it and have kept it going, is the utterly untrue and groundless 
charge that the second convention destroyed the initiative and referendum 
and eliminated that system from the administrstiye processes of this organ 
ization. 

Of course the charge is false, absolutely so. But it has been handed out, 
particularly by officials of the Western Federation of Miners, with a persist- 
ence born of a desperate determination to cover up or minimise the work of 
fakirs in that organization against the I. W. W., and is even now one of the 
chief grounds upon which the officers of the W. F. M. seek to perpetuate 
prejudice against us where it already exists and create prejudice where they 
do not find it. 

Letters sent from the Denver office of the W. F. M. since January 6th 
repeat by implication the lie that members of the I. W. W. are denied "the 
right of initiative and referendum." The very men of the W. F. M. who 
have the presumptuous impudence to invite the officers of the I. W. W. to 
"resign" in order that they may escape responsibility for dismemberment of 
the I. W. W. and "continue in the limelight" themselves as the immaculate 
and original manifestants for the "unity, fraternity and solidarity of labor I" 
these men, all of them, while stoutly professing a consuming desire for 
"unity" and asking aid from us to bring it about, repeat falsehoods against 
us that have been oft disproved, and do it for the purpose of diverting atten- 
tion from their own discreditable course during the past two years. 

Since there seems to be no other course open to us but to again state 
the true facts in regard to the I. W. W. and the initiative and referendum, 
distasteful as it is. we undertook to do so, not for the officers of the W. F. 
M.. about whom we are unconcerned, but for the benefit of the rank and file. 
In again reviewing the matter, however, we expressly challenge each and all 
the officers of the W. F. M. to refute the statement or any part of it. We 
state the facts in as few words as possible and ask the fullest investigation 
of every point: 

1. The provisional constitution of the I. W. W. (adopted at Chicago in 
1905) contained this clause: "The General Executive Board, or not less than 
ten (10) locals in at least three (3) industries, may initiate a referendum on 
any subject to be submitted to the convention." (See section 1, article VII, 
on page 18 of old constitution.) It is important to keep the foregoing in 
mind for comparison with what follows. 

2. The second convention (1906) adopted the following: "The conven- 
tion of the I. W. W. is the supreme LEGISLATIVE body of the organiza- 
tion, and its enactments are of legal force unless reversed upon a referendum 
vote by the whole membership touching any and all amendments to the or- 
ganic law which the convention may adopt. As to such amendments, they 
shall be submitted to a referendum vote by the G. E. B. within thirty days 
after the adjournment of the convention. The vote shall close sixty days 
after the date of the call for the referendum." 

This provision, together with all other changes and amendments adopted 
by the second convention, war submitted to a referendum vote of the mem- 
bers: the latter with practical unanimity approved it, thereby showing that 
they were not so asinine as to believe that by so doing they were denying 
themselves "the right of initiative and referendum." It required the pene- 
trating intellect of the Miners' Magazine editor to discern something in that 
provision that was not there and, with an injection of vile epithets and slan- 
derous abuse, he said: ' According to this paragraph the right to participate 
in legislative enactments is denied the membership and the membership can 
only repeal laws adopted by the convention." Notwithstanding the fact that 
any man could have satisfied himself as to the falsity of this contention if 
instead of swallowing it he had investigated a little, it has been persistently 
dinged into the ears of the workers by the officers of the W. F. M. and all 
their hysterical and misinformed supporters. 

The new section will be found in article III, page 13, revised constitution. 
Read it once more, especially that part which says: "As to such amend- 
ments, they shall be submitted to. a referendum vote by the G. E. B. wthin 
thirty days after the adjournment of the convention," and remember that all 
amendments were so submitted and voted upon by the general membership. 
And in the face of that fact our opponents who now clamor for "unity, fra- 
ternity and the solidarity of labor" and threaten DRASTIC ACTION unless 
it is accomplished ACCORDING TO THEIR PREARRANGED PLANS 
and without consultation with those invited to participate, have shamelessly 
and dishonestly declared that the membership of the I. W. W. was not con- 
sulted! 

Now turn to the section first quoted above, the section from the old con- 
stitution that was entirely satisfactory to the sticklers for a democratic or- 
ganization. Read it again: "The General Executive Board, or not less than 
ten (10) locals in at least three (3) industries, may initiate a referendum on 
any subject TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE CONVENTION." 

Note carefully the last phrase— 'TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE CON- 
VENTION." Now compare this section with the following: 

Sec. 6 (Article VI). The General Executive Board, or not less than ten 
(10) locals in at least three (3) industries, may initiate a referendum on any 
subject." This is from the constitution as amended and ratified in 1906. The 
section was changed to the extent of dropping the words "to be submitted 
to the convention"— that is to say, to the extent of establishing the initiative 
and referendum within reach of the membership without reference to con- 
ventions. As the section formerly stood, and was formulated by Charles H. 
tions. As the section formerly stood, and was formulated by Charles H. 
Moyer, C. O. Sherman and J. C. Sullivan (sub-committee of the committee 
on constitution in the first convention), it was a practical denial of the demo- 
cratic principle and for that reason was eliminated by the second convention. 
That convention made it possible for the members to initiate legislation at 
any time. 

Yet through all the months since the convention of 190S it has been 
drilled into the minds of the workers by open enemies and false friends that 
the second convention denied the right of initiative and referendum to the 
membership. 

Have you ever heard the story of the wonderful coon that Chandler 
Harris tells? No? It is interesting. The boys were constantly seeing an 
enormous coon, but always just as they almost got their hands on him, he 
disappeared. One night the boys came running in to say that the wonderful 
coon was up in a persimmon tree in the middle of a ten-acre lot; so they got 
the dogs and the lanterns and guns and ran out, and sure enough they saw 
the wonderful big coon up In a fork of the big- tree. It was a bright moon- 
light night, but to make doubly sure they cut down the tree and the dogs ran 
in— the coon wasn't there! 

"Well, but. Uncle Remus." said one of the boys, "I thought you said you 
8AW the coon there." 

"So we did, honey." said the old man. "so we did; but ifs very easy to 
ace WHAT AINT THERE WHEN YOU'RE LOOKING FOR frr 

The reactionists have found in the record everything that ain't there by 
looking for it and have denied everything that is there by fates and malicious 



TEXTILE WORKERS 

CALL FOR THE FIRST CONVEN- 
TION OF TEXTILE WORKERS, 
TO BE HELD MAY 1, 1908, IN 
I. W. W. TEXTILE WORKERS' 
HALL, PATERSON, N. J. 
Issued by the General Executive 
Board of the Industrial Workers of the 
Workl on January 15th, 4908. 
For all particulars write to 

Wm. E Trautmann, 
212 Bush Temple, Chicago, 111. 
To tiik Textile Workers of America: 
Mutual relations between groups of 
workers are determined by the place and 
grade of employment. As handicraft 
produced the master and the journey- 
man, the skill acquired in long years of 
service was reflected in the grouping of 
the guilds. Displaced by the mechanical 
process, the handlootn weaver and the 
journeyman have ceased to exist; huge 
factories and establishments have super- 
seded the small workshop. No longer 
is the labor of one mechanic sufficient 
for the making of an article; hundreds 
of hands have to join together in col- 
lective work to yield to the owners of 
the machines and their tributary fac- 
tories enormous profits exacted from 
the cxptoitage of wage earners in the 
industry. 

The workers, with their skill rendered 
more and more useless, arc held in com- 
mon servitude to the machine which they 
tend, and which sets the pace for the 
full cxploitagv of their productivity. 
But while the worker* fail to align 
themselves in groupings dictated by the 
change of tools which they operate, the 
capitalists in the industry carefully ad- 
just themselves to the ever-changing 
conditions. 

When the workers combined against 
further curtailment of conditions under 
which they were forced to sell their 
labor power, the owners sought to crush 
any efforts at resistance. Being unsuc- 
cessful in the attempt, they worked out 
plans to make the craft unions of work- 
ers subservient to the interests of the 
employers.. 

In preferring an organization of work- 
ers whose leaders assured them the pro- 
tection of their mutual interests, the em- 
ployers hold the employes in abject servi- 
tude. In the United Textile Workers 
of America, affiliated with the American 
Federation of I-ilxir, one portion or 
craft of workers is held separated from 
others, one virtually scabs upon another. 

Whenever a body of workers would 
rebel against further encroachments, the 
canitalists succeeded, through the United 
I extilc_ Workers of America arid their 
labor lieutenants, in pitting one set of 
workers against the other in bitter strife. 
And when textile workers in the north- 
ern parts would resist further reduc- 
tions of their standard of living, the 
manufacturers continued to produce 
goods in the factories in the south con- 
trolled by them and kept their factories 
in operation with other members of the 
working class. Or, as was the case, 
places of striking workers were filled, at 
the behest of the capitalists, by the of- 
ficers of the United Textile Workers of 
America, workers were defeated by 
workers who did not know that they 
were helping the capitalists to lower the 
working conditions of all. 

Thus arrayed against each other, the 
hatred of one set of workers against 
another was engendered: unity of pur- 
pose and solidarity in the workshops is 
rendered abortive. 

The battles of textile workers bear 
ample proof of the fact that they did 
not want to endure forever the slave- 
like conditions, and the loud outcries of 
the struggling thousands in Fall River. 
New Bedford. Philadelphia and other 
places have startled, time and again, a 
world that boasts of its civilization and 
knows not the life of those who toll 
under the most pitiable hardships. 

Limited in scope and disconnected in 
action as were all previous efforts for 
the deliverance of the textile workers 
from the evils of this system, every out- 
break of discontent and efforts at im- 



provement cotilfl be subdued by the com- 
bined powers of the capitalists and craft 
union leaders, supported by the ignorance 



of the worker! 

The economic evils afflicting the tex- 
tile workers can only be eradicated by 
a universal extensive movement which 
(Concluded on pnire 4> 



Special Announcement 

The answer to the General Executive 
Board of the W. F. M. appearing in this 
paper will be held in type for a reason- 
able time to fill orders. It will be 
printed in pamphlet form, about twenty- 
four pages, and will be supplied at the 
rate of $2.50 per thousand. It should he 
distributed everywhere by locals of the 
I. W. W. Orders, with cash, must be 
filed not later than February 15. 



Albert Ryan, secretary of the Arizona 
State Union, W. F. M., a loyal supporter 
of the I. W. W. from 1905 to the pres- 
ent time, is bound over to the grand jury 
on the charge of assault with a deadly 
weapon. In the discharge of his duty 
as secretary it became necessary for him 
to visit a mine in the vicinity of Jerome, 
Ariz., to call out the W. F. of M. miners 
on strike. Arriving at the mine in ques- 
tion, he was threatened by the superin- 
tendent, who approached him with an 
iron bar and was about to strike him 
when Ryan stopped his assailant by 
drawing his revolver. Industrial Union- 
ists will stand by Albert Ryan as he has 
stood by them. They will also, in view 
of experiences at Goldficld, watch the 
attitude of the W. F. M. officials towards 
him. 



An effort is being made to have Joe 
Snannon, of Butte, released from Jail, 
but Shannon, who is no fluker, declines 
the intervention of friends unless the 
other two men confined with him arc 
also liberated. 



A large and. successful meeting was 
held last Sunday, January 19, at Ken- 
sington Turner Hall, under the auspices 
of Local Union No. 500 of Pullman. 
The speaker was General Secretary 
Trautmann, and great interest in the 
L W W. was created by his remarks. 
The local will now arrange for a series 
of meetings to meet the demand for dis- 
cussion of Industrial Unionism. 



A large meeting of the workers of 
New York was held Friday, January 17, 
in Grand Central Palace, at which Wm. 
D. Haywood spoke. Newspaper ac- 
counts agree that 6,000 men and women 
entered the hall. 



The Answer 

(Continued from pat* 1) 



months prior to the convention in the International Socialist Review. 
It was the same issue again, the capitalist class against the working 
class. 

Will you, who would lay the cause to "personal enmity and hatred" 
because you are trying to cover up the outrages committed by criminals, 
dare to deny the fact that the insignificant few of reactionists and the 
band of fakirs who had foisted themselves upon the young organization, 
in the first year, got their reinforcement from two well-known capitalist 
hirelings, political heelers of the typical capitalist type, John McMullen 
and P. I. McDonald, why. by the heavy vote thev could cast as delegates 
of the Western Federation of Miners, and undoubtedly backed by cap- 
italist interests, helped to carry out the plans that their masters had 
worked out for the control and consequent emasculation or the com- 
plete destruction of the Industrial Workers of the World. 

Will you deny that it was the same issue over and over again, cap- 
italist tools aRainst working class pioneers? Will you dispute, in face 
of all the evidence, that from money collected for the defense of Mover, 
Haywood and associates, collected at OUR instigation, and OUR'S 
alone, from the toilers of this land, the sluggers and would-be murderers 
were paid to GET men who have escaped the clutches of capitalist per- 
secutors and could not he bought or cajoled? 

Can you escape any longer the responsibility of silently endorsing 
and even openly approving through the columns of the "Miners' Mag- 
azine, all these dastardly acts, and of being guiltv of serving the 
enemies of the working class ; will vou have the audacity to hide your- 
selves behind the shallow subterfuge, "Ifs personal hatred and enmity in 
the I. W. W. that keeps the workers divided," when the facts in the 
a'^a^VSS.J!^ issue in 1906 was a ^ in thc CAPITALIST CLASS 
AGAINST THE WORKING CLASS, and your emissaries were on the 
side of the former. 

THE I. W. W. IS TRIUMPHANT 

Deprived of everything by the brutal force of Pinkcrton detectives, 
paid by Western Federation of Miners' money, cut off from everything, 
with nothing, absolutely nothing at our command to repel the onslaughts, 
with an avalanche of abuse and vituperation poured over all the "tramps" 
and "doughnut brigade" by a perverted journalistic phrase juggler, we 
have based our hopes on the support of those workers who know but 
one foe, viz., the capitalist class and their pliant tools. THE INDUS- 
TRIAL WORKERS OF THE WORLD ARE TO-DAY TRI- 
UMPHANT! 

a^xtSS'^II: in "W- u was a £ ain «»c CAPITALISTS 
AGAINST THE WORKERS, and you. through the "Miners Maga- 
zine, by eulogizing thc would-be murderer Mullanev. who was sum- 
moned by the prosecution to Boise Citv, to help send George Pettibonc 
to the gallows, supported thc capitalists against thc workers. 

We arc in 1908 now, and thc issue is confronting us: Shall it be 
again, the capitalist class against thc working class? Yes, it is so. We 
know by knowledge gained by experience that there are serious doubts 
whether all the signers of the invitation have been always and un- 
equivocally for the working class and for the protection of working 
class interests. Hut we know that the welfare of the class of toilers is 
the supreme consideration for our guidance, and when making to other 
workers propositions upon which the "unification" mav be accomplished, 
it is prompted by the earnest desire to serve best the' interests of those 
who long and strive for thc day when wage slavery will be at an end. 

I^ofty, no doubt, is the purpose of consolidating'the workers against 
"the onslaught and aggression of organized capital ;" of securing "the 
solidarity of the working class ;" of bringing about "the unification of 
thc working class etc. These are lofty purposes that deserve applause ; 
but how do they square with YOUR call for a NEW Industrial con- 
vention ? 

You set the example of schism. You set the anarchist example of 
secession, even before taking a general vote of either vour own sub- 
division, or of the whole I. W. W. You set the deplorable example 
of ignoring the general vote of the I. W. W.. which (even including 
the peculiar vote taken by your own division), upheld the convention 
of 1006. You set the disruptive example of leaving unrebttked, and of 
even approving thc fraternal relations of your leading officers with the 
Chicago Pinkcrton sluggers in their endeavor to THWART THE WILL 
OF THE MAJORITY. With such a record to your credit, how does 
YOUR present demand for a NEW convention square with vour pro- 
testations of desiring consolidation ? Your record is one of anarchistic 
disruption; a call from YOU for a NEW convention is but empha- 
sizing of the principle of disruption. A call for a NEW convention, and 
for the formation of a NEW organization, issuing from such a quarter, 
and to the tunc of "consolidation," "solidarity," "unification." etc.. would 
be grotesque, even if your disruptive conduct had succeeded : in view, 
however, of thc fact, well known to yourselves, that vour disruptive 
tactics failed, and a lusty and growing trunk has remained, thc only evi- 
dence of thc I. W. W. or Industrial Union organization in the land •— 
in view of this fact, a call for a NEW convention and for .the formation 
of a NEW organization, coming from such a quarter, is worse than gro- 
tesque. There is but a step from the tragic to the ridiculous. Such a 
call, for such a purpose, from sqch a quarter, is at once laughable and 
tragic. It is an attempt, however, destined to failure, despite all the 
"drastic measures" that you threaten, to consecrate, not the order neces- 
sary for labor's unification, but to consecrate FIRERRANDISM. Suf- 
ficient unto the day is the evil of such a call, from such a source. Fortu- 
nately, the firebrand of consecrated disorder — a NEW convention and a 
NEW r organization— will not materialize. The I. W. W. declines to 
afford the move a chance of success by joining it. 

LOFTY IDEALS DESERVE APPLAUSE 

Again : Lofty is your declaration of "firm adherence to thc prin- 
ciples of industrial unionism." That also deserves applause; but how 
does the declaration square with vour pretension that vour particular 
industry "IS THE STEPPING-STONE TO CIVILIZATION?" 

Such a pretension is utterly repulsive to industrialist thought, to in- 
dustrialist sentiment, and to industrialist fact. Important a step though 
mining was, in the remote ages of the past, to man's march toward civil- 
ization, other arts preceded it without which mining never could have 
been reached. One of these arts, for instance, is the art of pottery — a 
leading, vital industry in the land to-day. But leaving ancient history 
aside — TO-DAY, no one particular industry is entitled to or can exer- 
cise lordship over all others; TO-DAY industrialism is not pivoted, 
can not be pivoted, upon any one or two industries; TO-DAY. indus- 
trialism is pivoted upon the industrially blended labor of thc Working 
Class in ALL industries. It is just that very anti-industrialist, in fact 
craft-union pretension, now peeping out of your letter, that was the 
evil genius of your conduct toward the I. W. W. It was that very 
craft-union spirit of Labor Aristocracy over tabor, that caused you to 
attempt the role of dictator to the other industries represented at thc 
Chicago convenion. It was that very craft-union. Labor-dislocating 
superstition and vanity that caused you "to. withdraw from thc game." 
imagining you could disrupt the I. W. W. if you "refused to play." 
Your craft pretension is anti-industrialist. 

Grotesque enough is the ribtion of unrepentant disrupters calling 
a convention for consolidation : grotesqueness is piled upon grotesque- 
ness by the ftirther notion of craft-union superstition, of craft "superior- 
ity" becoming "the foundation for a universal industrial labor organiza- 
tion." 

There is no sense in weeping over the past. We must be united; 
wc will be united. Rut as corn can not grow out of dragon's teeth, 
neither can the consolidation of Labor's forces proceed along lines traced 
by disruptive methods, besides calls that still breathe the offensive 
breath of. craft-unionism. 

The invitation docs not conform to the resolution adopted by thc 
15th annual convention of the W. F. M., in that it states that the reso- 
luion passed by the said convention called for a conference of both fac- 
tions of the I. W. W. and other organizations "interested" in the prin- 
ciples of industrial unionism. The resolution referred to provided for 
a conference between the two factions of the t. VV. W. and such other 
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organizations as wire willing to accept the principles of industrial union- 
ism issued by the conference in January, 1905, and not merely "inter- 
ested" in the* principles of industrial unionism. The I. W. W. is, as its 
preamble makes plain, a revolutionary, economic organization, organized 
on industrial lines. Non-revolutionary industrial organization offers no 
more of a hope for the emancipation of the working class from wage 
slavery than craft organizations of the simplest and rottenest type. This 
clause, in our judgment, lays bare the scheme of the invitation, which is 
not as professed to reunite the several factions of the I. W. W. The 
conference proposed is, in our judgment, for the purpose of assassinat- 
ing an organization that has withstood the efforts put forth so far to 
disrupt it bv self-convicted grafters, fakirs, sluggers and the employers 
of shippers,' and those who supported such in their efforts to destroy the 
revolutionary character of the I. W. W., or failing in this, to destroy 
the organization. 

THERE IS ONLY ONE I. W. W. 

The invitation is addressed to the two factions of the I. W. W. 
There is but one I. W. W. in existence now or at any time that has any 
claim to the name. We shall always oppose the I. W. W. entering into 
anv conference that recognizes as a labor organization the discredited 
officials guiltv of emploving detectives and thugs to overrule the ex- 
pressed will of the majority and thus perpetuate themselves in office. 

The instructions adopted bv the 15th convention for the guidance 
of its delegates to this conference, absolutely prohibits any possibility 
of the I. W. W. taking part in such conference, in our opinion, and 
one in particular shows the falsity of any claim of being industrial 
unionists on the part of those who supported the said resolution, to-wit : 
"that our delegates be and arc hereby instructed to maintain complete 
departmental autonomy." There is no difference between complete de- 
partmental autonomv and craft autonomy. Complete departmental au- 
tonomy absolutely destroys the principle of solidarity that industrial 
unionism aims to'accomplish. There can be no solidarity where depart- 
ment organizations are given the power to make terms that are tem- 
porarily favorable to themselves, without regard to the injurious effects 
on the balance of the organization. The determination expressed in the 
invitation "to bring aliout a consolidation of the several factions of the 
I W. \Y. in order that its members may be placed in a better position to 
withstand the onslaught and aggressions of organized capital. look* 
well in print, but does not square with the acts of the executive board 
of the \V. F. M. in allowing to pass without censure the action of cer- 
tain officers of the W. F. M. in aiding capitalist organizations and their 
eak up and defeat locals of the I. W. W. engaged in resist- 



allies to break up and defeat 



«UI1V> ««' l»IV€ll\ tl|» Oll'l »IVIH.i . - , - . 

ing the onslaught or organized capital." in Portland, Ore^. and later in 
Rcattv. New. where the attitude on the part of the W . £. M. officials 
and the attitude of the "Miners' Magazine" was utilized a ; a basis ; from 
which to attack the local of the I. W. W.. and also to justify the W . F. 
M local of Rcattv in withholding its moral support from the I. W. YV. 
local in question.' Merc phrases expressing adherence to principles or 
a determination to obtain supremacy for those principles are easy of 
utterance. To practice and to enforce obedience to those principles re- 
quires courage and integrity, characteristics which the actions of the 
W F. M. officers in the case cited warrant us in alleging at least a ma- 
jority nf the present executive board of the W. F. M. do not possess. 

ITS INSINCERITY EXPOSED 

The third clause of the invitation further exposes the insincerity of 
those responsible for it. "Upon what meat have these, our Caesars, 
fed. that thev have grown so great?" Solidarity of labor evidently has 
uo other meaning to the signers of the invitation than the subserviency 
of laln>r to their will and whim. Their will must be Jaw. their acts un- 
questioned, even though such will and acts include the hiring of thugs 
and the inciting of attempts at assassination of those in the labor move- 
ment who refuse to bow to their will and will not wink at nor condone 
attempts to betray the working class movement into the hands of its 

CTCm Thc officers of the T. W. W. arc elected by referendum vote of the 
membership of that organization, and they arc ^spons.We to and 
THEIR RESIGNATIONS CAN HE CALLED FOR (>MA V>\ 
TH\T MEMBERSHIP. We know of no greater obstacle in the way 
of labor*, solidarity than at least the majority of the signers of this in- 
vitation. It is not' personal enmitv nor hatred that actuates us as mem- 
bers of the I. W. \V. in our course in this organization, nor is the pres- 
ent situation of the labor movement and the organization in question 
resultant from that course. The question is a difference of principle: 
the difference between wrong principle and right principle, the differ- 
ence hriwccn honest men and self -convicted grafters; the difference 
lietvuvn men who arc in the labor movement because of the fact that 
thev are members of the working class, and men who are in the labor 
movi trent f.»r self-aggrandizement and the holding of soft jobs at $5.00 
per da\ at the expense of the membership that they pretend to repre- 
sent . 

What recommendations vou niav make. sirs, to the next conven- 
tion of the W. F. M. we care little, but should the W. F. M. through 
its convention take the steps which this part of your invitation makes 
as a threat in order to coerce the I. W. W. into accepting your 
dominance, our replv to that is that if the delegates are of a character 
that allows vou to accomplish this change in vour constitution, those, 
v ho members of the W. F. M. arid signers of this answer, will feel free 
to leave that organization, and to call upon all honest industrial union- 
ists of that organization to follow us in that course of action. 

You say that vou are determined to demonstrate to your memlier- 
ship and the membership of both factions of the T. \Y. W. and the work- 
ing class cenerallv. that vou arc "not res|>onsible for the continued dis- 
membrrment of the Industrial Workers of the World." We repeat for 
vour benefit, sirs, there is no dismemberment in the Industrial \\orkcrs 
of the World, but the task that you have, in this clause of your invita- 
tion set for vourselves is impossible for you to accomplish. There is no 
intelligent member, who is posted as to the facts and the truth of the 
controversy in the I. W. W.. but realizes that the action of the acting 
•President of the W. F. M. is alone responsible for the allege I "dismem- 
berment" in the L \V. \V.. and such action on the part of vour acting ex- 
ecutive officer is actuated bv no other motive than to shield himself and 
hi< associates from the responsibility of his acts, and to perpetuate 111 
office men whom he has since l>ecn forced to acknowledge at their true 
worth. We vield to no man or set of men in our desire for working 
class solidarity in correct organization, on correct principles and cor- 
rect lines but* we know that this solidarity cannot Ik accomplished bv 
fastening on the Kicks of the laboring class an organization which 
shellers men of the character that the* I. W. W. has had to fight in the 
year past, or of the character of some of those in whose hands the 
destinies of the organization were entrusted for the first year of its 
existence. 

We have no regrets for our part in what has passed, and our hope 
is that the near future will see the inemliership of the Western Federa- 
tion of Miners realize the full significance of the acts of its present offi- 
cials and through that realization take action that will relegate to 
oblivion those who are responsible for sullying the record of that organ 

17 In rcplv to your proposal that the officers of the contending fac- 
tions express their willingness to resign, so as not to "stand in the way 
of the solidarity of the working class," we may say. that we are always 
willing to resign anv position of trust and honor that we may have, if 
such resignation would be the means of advancing the revolutionary 
working class movement: but the suggestion wiil have to come from 
the same source that placed us where we now .v«. a»d n »» fro-i r en 
who have violated the trust that was reposed m them, as was the case 
of the present board officer of the W F. M representing District No. 
1 w he„ refusing to abide by the mandate of his local anion in the 15th 
annual convention, or as coming from men who have defended an ad- 
ministration that condones the cner-m- of ib-s 'h- \^ n < £e 
treasury, the issuing of fake referendum*, and the gross insulting of the 



rank and file of the Industrial Workers of the World, and the defend- 
ing of Mullaneys as against loyal and true fighters in the ranks of the 
working class. 

DO NOT FORGET CAUSES OF DIVISION 

We have in mind at all times the deplorable condition of the work- 
ers and are doing the best that we can to show them the shortest route 
to the full product of their toil. We also have in mind the cause of the 
division at the second annual convention of the I. W. W., and un- 
hesitatingly declare that it was caused by sending delegates from the 
W. F. M. who were more qualified for drawing up contracts between, 
the mineowncrs and its slaves than they were for advocating the solid- 
arity of the workers on the industrial field. 

We would suggest to the rank and file of the W. F. M. that when 
thev succeed in having a house cleaning at their headquarters on the 
same plan and with the same good results that the I. W. W. house was 
cleaned, that they then can lay some claim to being a "stepping stone to 
civilization." 

For the solidarity of labor and a clean labor movement the proper 
place to begin with resignations is at the headquarters of the Western 
Federation of Miners. Let this invitation to compromise with reaction and 
dishonor be the means of putting renewed energy into our members. 
As we continue with the growth of our organization, let It be with our 
face to the foe as a clean, aggressive and progressive organization, and 
advocating every principle that is set forth in the Manifesto and pre- 
amble of the Industrial Workers of the World. 

We call the attention of the officials of the W. F. of M. to the fact 
that there is only one I. W. W.. and there never was but one before or 
after the 1906 convention, when one of the signers of this call, C. E. 
Mahonev of the W. F. of M., was retained on the G. E. R. of the I. W. 
W., hut never has taken any part in anv deliberations of the organiza- 
tion. In fact, he has done everything within his power to harm and be- 
little the organization and its officers, and was instrumental in getting 
the W. F. of M. withdrawn from the I. W. W. 

It is he who now say? he will do everything within his power to 
bring peace and harmony, and in the next breath asks the officers of 
the* I. W. W. to resign and step down and let him and the tools that 
have signed this infamous call have the I. W. W. annihilated. 

Do they think that the rank and file arc a lot of fools who do not 
know how to run the I. W. W.. the only working class organization that 
is not dominated by officialdom ? 

UNSPEAKABLE IMPUDENCE 

Do they suppose that the executive officers can throw the I. W. W. 
into any current that they see fit ? 

We are surprised that the signers of that call had the temerity, the 
unspeakable impudence to invite the I. W. W. to a conference after the 
assurance that Trautmann would not be there, given to the United 
Rrewery Workers. 

Further, as to the resignation of the officials of the I. W. W 
what do vou suppose we were elected for, to resign at the behest of the 
Cf. E. R. of the W. F. of M., of whom the majority have shown them- 
selves to be reactionists? 

Imagine, if you can, what kind of a cur any officer of the I. W. W. 
would be to obey that mandate from a bunch of reactionists ? 

If the W. F. of M. believes in the principles of Industrial Unionism 
then let them come to the I. W. W. Surely the I. W. W. has nothing 
to compromise. Furthermore, the I. W. W. holds a convention in Sep- 
tember. 1008. and if the rank and file of the W. F. of M. wishes they 
can take part in that gathering, the same as many of the l T . M. W. of 
A. did in our last convention. 

Is the invitation "to resign" extended alone to the officers of the 
T. W. W. (there is only one I. W. W. with headquarters at 212 Rush 
Temple. Chicago) and to the single individual bearing the euphonious 
title "Wm. J. F. Hanncmann, General Secretary-Treasurer" (of the al- 
leged Sherman faction which has no existence except on paper) ? Or is 
that invitation to resign to be extended also to the officers of the United 
Rrewery Workers, the United Mine Workers, the Lithographers, and 
the rest of the organizations expected to appear at the "conference" on 
April 6? Are you (the officers of the W. F. of M.) also going to invite 
yourselves to resign? Wc submit this is a knotty question, the answer 
to which your circular docs not even hint at. Your proposition seems to 
imply that only the officers of the I. W. W. "stand in the way of the 
solidarity of the working class;" — that you and the officers of all the 
other organizations named in your "call" are endeavoring to promote 
that solidarity with all their power. Rut "lest we forget :" 

No farther back in history than the last convention of the W. F. of 
M. the only practicable plan for promoting solidarity— a plan submitted 
bv the minority and contained in their report on "President's Address." 
(Sec page 488'. stenographic report 15th Annual Convention W. F. M.) 
was opposed for six days by the officers of the Western Federation, who 
likewise voted against the same. The plan in question explicitly pointed 
out that the only way to settle the difficulty was for the W. F. M. to 
recognize W. E. Trautmann and his associates as the officers of the I 
W. W. and to take steps to reinstate the W. F. of M. in the I. W W 
and WORK THEREIN FOR SUCH CONSTITUTIONAL 
CHANGES AS THE MINERS DEEMED NECESSARY OR DE 
SIRARLE. This proposition was defeated mainly through the efforts 
of a majority of those officials who now disclaim responsibility "for the 
continued dismemberment of the Industrial Workers of the World." 
Havwood. though absent, was claimed as an adherent by both sides, on 
account of letters written by him in the-Adu County jail and read to the 
convention. As a matter of fact, those letters show that Haywood was 
at that time trying to balance himself gracefully "upon the fence." Two 
of the present officers of the I. W. W. — Heslcwood and St. John— sup- 
ported with irrefutable facts, and logic the minority recommendation for 
the reunion of the W. F. M. with the I. W. W. These are now asked to 
show their willingness to resign their offices in the I. W. W. and hand 
over the destinies of our organization to such "promoters of solidarity" 
as Chas E. Mahonev. Jas. Kirwan and their associates on the executiv 
board of the W. F. M. 



REFUSE TO BE CIVIC FEDERATIONIZED 

We are asked to advocate a sort of "unity conference" with repre 
sentatives from the United Rrewcrs and the L T nited Mine Workers, 
What about these? The brewers are back in the A. F. of L., having 
been reinstated at their own solicitation by the last A. F. of L. conven 
tion at Norfolk. Va., in November. 1907. What have they to do in 
"unitv convention" with the I. W. W.? What is left of the United 
Mine Workers but the officialdom and the CHECK-OFF? Are wc to 
unite with that officialdom and join the Civic Fedcrationizcd A. F. of 
I..? Perhaps that is your purpose with regard to the Western Federation 
of Miners, and out of |K)1itcness vou are merely asking if the I. W. W. 
cares to go along? If so.' wc respectfully decline. Wc decline to advocate 
any such absurd projiosal as a "unity conference" between wholly ir- 
reconcilable elements. We have abiding confidence in the rank and file 
of all these organizations. Wc feel certain that when the Western 
Miners wake up to a realization of the unworthy role their officials hav 
made them play in the Industrial Union movement the past two years, 
thev will know what to do with those officials. The invitation for them 
to resign will not come from the outside then; their resignations will be 
peremptorily demanded by the membership of the W. F. of M. 

The I. W. \\\. as an organic growth, is slowly but surely forging 
ahead and breaking down all barriers. Amidst seeming unsurmoun table 
difficulties the past two vears— not the least of which difficulties resulted 
from the action of the W. F. of M. officials themselves— the I. W. W\ 
has made its Way and is advancing the cause of Industrial LTnionism all 
alonf the line. Not only id America, but in other countries as well, is 
the I. W. W. gaining a foothold. The various sections of that New 
International are being formed that will bind together and drill the 
Workers of the World for their near-at-hand death struggle with inter- 
national capitalism. 



For these reasons and others, which we need not enumerate»_we 
look upon your proposed "unity conference" as a jok** intended to be 
perpetrated upon an innocent ( ?') working class by a bt- d of discredited 
officials and their dupes. However, we are reminded that history in re- 
peating itself docs so first as tragedy and next as farce. A repetition 
of the June, 1905, convention on the alleged basis of the January Mani- 
festo, with the present situation in the labor world and with the elements 
promoting the scheme, would indeed be a rip-roaring farce. 

CONDITIONS FOR UNITY 

Of course there can be a unification of the forces of labor, and there 
should be ! The rank and file in many of the A. F. of L. unions is as 
eagerly yearning for it as arc many members of the Western Federa- 
tion of Miners. We fully agree that "personal hatred and enmity of 
officials" should not stand in the way of consummating any feasible plan 
for unification. If anyone does he should be relegated to the rear. Rut 
not a few self-appointed guardians, such as you propose yourselves to 
be. should be allowed to determine who are the "desirables." Capitalist 
class interests have been at work against us from the very inception of 
the I. W. W. (not all the known facts, substantiated by incontrovertible 
evidence, could be presented herein), and what assurance have those 
who alone are interested in unification that your proj>osltions are not 
dictated by the capitalist class interests? Are you to be the judges? 
The metalliferous miners, a very insignificant, unimportant part of the 
whole working class, by no means "the stepping stone to civilization" 
as you boastfully infer, repelled the idea of being dictated by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, embracing then in 1904 over one million mem- 
bers ; yet you wish to make us believe that the rank and file of the West- 
ern Federation of Miners wishes, through you, to impose upon others 
terms which they themselves would indignantly repel and reject? Of 
course you're in a position to ignore the working class as a whole. As 
far as numbers arc concerned you will not be able to show whether the 
I. W. W. with its membership docs not wield a wider Influence and 
power than you possess, and that it is a hundred times more feared by 
the capitalists than the Western Federation of Miners. Rut numbers 
don't count : principles and a right program arc everything ! Individuals 
ho block the road of progress must go! Equality, however, between 
constituents is most essential for a succesTv/ul consummation of plans, 
and of a sound program ! 

You have invited the United Mine Workers of America, the Inter- 
national Union of Rrewery Workers of America, the National Associa- 
tion of Lithographers and the International Union of Rakers and Con- 
fectioners, four national unions, of which three are at present parts of 
the American Federation of Lalior. We will take it for granted that 
these four will have representatives present at your proposed conven- 
tion. It is to be a convention for the reconstruction of an I. W. W r . 

Industrial autonomy" is guaranteed to each of these four national 
bodies : that means, according to your concept of an industrial union 
movement, every wrong or mischief done in either of the industrial 
bodies can not affect nor concern the whole organization; corruptive 
methods may he continued in cither of these bodies unabated: recon- 
ducted "industrial autonomy" will shield any criminal. 

We abstain from passing judgment at the present time on the rec- 
ords of cither of the organizations invited, but as there are many coal 
miners organized now in the I. W. W. and in behalf of all other mem- 
bers, we have a right to express our opinion upon what terms a "uni- 
fication" can be accomplished, with no "personal hatred or enmity stand- 
ing in the wav of bringing about the desired results." Always willing 
to be guided by the expressed will of the membership, wc would sug- 
gest to them as provisions for the participation of the Industrial Work- 
ers of the World in the proposed convention : 

BASIS FOR UNIFICATION 

First : All present executive officers of either the Industrial Work- 
ers of the World, the Western Federation of Miners, the United Mine 
Workers, the International Union of United Rrewery Workmen and the 
National Association of Lithographers, or any other organization par- 
ticipating in the convention, must sign a pledge that they will resign 
from their positions and not accept the nomination for any executive 
office, nor stand for election as executive officer or organizer in the or- 
ganization to be formed or any of the bodies represented and installed ; 
neither shall anv of the incumbents in an executive office of either of the 
aforesaid bodies accept an office in the organizations or a commission as 
salaried organizer for a term at least of five years ; 

Second : The organization to be formed must repudiate the sacred 
contract, check-off systems and excessive fining systems ; no "indus- 
trial autonomy" subterfuge shall prevent the full exposure and disciplin- 
ing of organizations where such appalling systems arc in operation ; 

Third : No man or woman shall be permitted to accept a position 
as either executive officer or organizer of the general organization, or 
a subordinate part thereof (this to include all national unions as well 
as departments), unless he or she is fully conversant with the facts and 
principles of the class struggle and endorses the program that the CAP- 
ITALIST SYSTEM OF SOCIETY AND CAPITALIST GOVERN- 
MENT MUST RE SUPPLANTED RY THE INDUSTRIAL COM- 
MONWEALTH AND THE ADMINISTRATION OF INDUS- 
TRIES RY THE ORGANIZED PROLETARIAT; 

Fourth: Anv executive officer who is interested by cither actual 
partnership or beneficiary }n the proceeds of any institution in which 
wage workers are exploited shall forfeit all rights and privileges in the 
organization to be formed ; t , 

Fifth: No general executive officer of the organization, or parts 
thereof, or any salaried organizer shall be permitted to accept any office 
in anv political organization, nor shall they be allowed to accept nomina- 
tions'for any political office, except permission is granted by a referen- 
dum vote of the membership of the entire organization ; 

Sixth : All craft union labels, with no exception, must be repudi- 
ated as being instruments to keep the workers divided, and tending to 
establish graft union monopolies on the basis of a mutual understanding 
between manufacturers and craft union leaders; 

Seventh : All transactions of the executive officers of the organiza- 
tion or subordinate parts thereof shall be carried on with full knowledge 
by the membership: rituals, passwords, secret signs, compulsory burial 
ceremonies, as in operation in the United Mine Workers, shall be re- 
pudiated and abolished. 

Alwavs mindful of the fact that no working class organization can 
be perfect except it keeps pace with developments and changes in the 
industrial structure of society, we are proposing these basic rules to the 
membership of the Industrial Workers of the World, and to you also, 
as the fundamentals, grounded in the rockbed of experience Mid knowl- 
lge. upon which industrial union activity can coalesce, and rne revolu- 
tion of the working class finally be brought to a successful termination. 

Wc have not forgotten the inspiring words of Karl Marx: "Pro- 
letarians, vou have nothing to lose but your chains ; you have a world- 
to gain. V/orkcrs of the world, unite !" 

We are uniting the workers ; they arc building better than you wise 
men know, and thev. at the last resort, will pass judgment. 
Wc can await their verdict, and theirs alone will count. 
Therefore, we, the General Executive Roard of the Industrial 
Workers of the World, we who have resisted disruptions, we who have 
forever cast off the incubus of craft-union superstitions and vanities, 
and arc proud of our industrialist "fanaticism," we extend to the rank 
and file of the W. F. M. a fraternal invitation to appoint delegates to 
confer with us upon the ways and the means by which old wounds may 
be healed and your organization may once more take its place in our 
ranks — the equal of all our industrialist divisions and subdivisions. 
FRED W. HESLEWOOD, 
THOS. J. COLE, 
RUDOLPH KATZ, 
B. H. WILLIAMS, 
WM. YATES, 

General Executive Board. 
WM. E. TRAUTMANN, Gen. Sec.-Treas. 
VINCENT St. JOHN* Asst. Sec and Gen. Org. 
A. S. EDWARDS, Editor. 
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ECONOMIC DETERMINISM 

How Social Institutions Came Into Existence Through 
Changing Methods of Production 

FROM THE EAST TO THE FUTURE 

BY WORD M. MILLS 



CHAPTER XI. 
To Greece belongs the distinction 
of being the first people to achieve 
civilization. Recorded history be- 
gins with this achievement. The 
Homeric and Hcsiodic poems, to- 
gether with legendary genealogies 
and narrations, myths and fragments 
of poetry, make up the remains of 
the literature of that day that have 
been preserved to us and they furnish 
the historic data of that time. The 
date of the writings of Homer is 
about 850 B. C. They relate more 
particularly to the Asiatic Greeks. 
The Hcsiodic poems relate to the 
Kuropcan Greeks, and their time is 
about a century later. But the .in- 
stitutions, arts, inventions and 
mythological system, the substance 
of civilization which these people 
wrought out and which survived into 
the period of civilization, were the 
legacy they contributed to the new 
society they were destined to found. 

At the beginning of written history 
private property in land had already 
been established. The production of 
commodities and trade and .maritime 
commerce were well advanced. Un- 
der the new commercial system that 
had been inaugurated, by the pur- 
chase and sale of land, by continued 
division of labor between agriculture 
and industry, trade and navigation 
the members of gentes, phratrics and 
tribes intermingled. The districts 
formerly occupied exclusively by 
phratry and tribe were now entered, 
by inhabitants who had no kin con- 
nection with those bodies, and who 
were strangers, although they were 
countrymen. They could take no 
part in the administration of affairs, 
for during times of peace every 
phratry and tribe administered its 
own business independent of the 
council of Athens or the basileus. 
Thus orcurrcd the disarrangement of 
the well-regulated functions of these 
gentile organs. Gentes and tribes be- 
came everywhere hopelessly inter- 
niitiKled. Slaves, clients and foreigners 
lived among citizens. In a previous 
chapter we have already noted the re- 
sult : " Beside the wants and interests 
for the care of which the gentile organ* 
were lilted, new wants and interests had 
arisen from the revolution of the condi- 
tions of existence and the resulting 
ohatiKC in social classification. These 
new wants and interests were not only 
alien lo the old gentile order, but 
thwarted it in every way. The interests 
of the crafts created by division of labor, 
and the special necessities of a town 
differing from those of the country re- 
quired new organs. But every one of 
these groups was composed of people 
fmni different gentes, phratrics and 
trilics: they included even the strangers. 
Hence, the new organs necessarily had 
to form outside of the gentile constitu- 
tion. Hut by the side of it meant against , 
it. Ami again, in every gentile organiza- 
tion the conflict of interests made itself 
felt ami reached its climax by com- 
bining rich and poor, uscrcrs and 
dibtors. in the same gens and tribe." , 
Gentile society knew no power of co- 
ercion outside of public opinion. A 
wider distribution of the powers of gov- 
ernment, a clearer definition of them, 1 
and a stricter accountability of. official . 
persons were needed for the welfare as ' 
well as safety of society: and more es- j 
tHvially the substitution of written laws, , 
enacted by competent authority, in the 
place of usages and customs. It was 
through the experimental knowledge 
gained in this and the previous ethnical ; 
period that the idea of political society, j 
or a state, had its inception and was , 
gradually forming in the Grecian 'mind. , 
The first attempt toward the subver- ; 
sion of the gentile organization and the 
establishment of a new system is largely 
traditional. It is historically ascribed to 
Theseus, a basileus, but who may be 
regarded as representing a period or 
series of events. The same applies to 
Solon and Kleisthcncs, who followed 
him. From the time of Cccrops to 
Theseus, according to Thucydidcs, the 
Attic people had always lived in cities, 
having their own nrytoncums or public 
meeting places, and archons : and, as al- 
ready mentioned, unless influenced by 
fear, governed themselves through their 
own councils. Thcjcus induced the peo- 
ple to break up the council houses and 
magistracies of their several cities and 
to centralize the administration in 
Athens, where the business was con- 
ducted by a general council. Under the 
constitution of Theseus the people were 
divided into three classes. These were 
called respectively Eunatridae (well- 
born): the Geomoroi (farmers): and 
the demiurgi (artisans). In the forma- 
tion of these classes the gentes were ig- 
nored. The principal offices were as- 
signed to the first class. Here is fur- 
nished undisputable evidence that even 
in gentile society there had already been 
developed the practice of the habitual 
holding of gentile offices by certain privi- 
leged families, an uncontested privilege 
based on recognition of private wealth. 
It further indicates that these families, 
already powerful by reason of their 
wealth, had begun to combine outside 
of their gens into a privileged class, and 
that the newly rising state sanctioned 
this assumption. Furthermore, it shows 
that the division of lahor between 
farmers and tradesmen had grown suffi- 
ciently powerful to contest the suprem- 
acy of the old gentile and tribal division 
of society. Finally, it proclaims the ir- 
reconcilable opposition of gentile society 
to the state. "The first attempt to form 
a state." says Engels. "broke up the 
gentes by dividing their members against 
one another and opposing a privileged 
class to a class of disowned bclongim* 
to two different branches of production." 

Centuries elapsed between the time of 
Theseus and the archonship of Solon 
(594 B. C). During those centuries im- 
portant events occurred, many of which 
are not chronicled. The office of basileus 
was abolished and archon selected from 
the properti ed aris tocracy— the 
the important positions 
* " of this no- 



lo the state. The dommat 



bility was exercised in such manner that 
it became intolerable (about 6U0 B. C). 
the principal means by which the an- 
cient liberty of the people was wrested 
trom them was the use of money- 
money and usury. The part that these 
tactors played in the undoing of the 
peopic 1 liavc already described. Money 
rule is incompatible with the usages of 
gentile society. 1 he latter knew nothing 
bt money, advance and debt. The people 
were tirst deprived of their land by the 
invention ot the mortgage developed 
through a new legal custom originated 
by the rising state, that of securing the 
tlebtor against the creditor, of sanction- 
ing the exploitation of the small farmer 
b" the wealthy. The mortgage deprived 
them of their land, which passed into 
the hands of the aristocratic usurers. 
'1 hereafter the farmer became the ten- 
ant and live-sixths of his product went 
to the new owner. When the land was 
not sold for enough to pay the debt, the 
farmer's children were sold into slavery, 
and if this was not sufficient, the land- 
lord sold the debtor himself into slav- 
ery. "Such," remarks Engels, "was the 
pleasant dawn of civilization in Attica." 
Finally the division of free men* into 
classes and their life under the rule of 
money resulted in the concentration and 
centralization of wealth and the conse- 
quent absolute impoverishment of the 
masses. In such manner that ninety per 
cent of the people became the slaves of 
the remaining ten per cent. There were 
ibSSU). In Corinth there were 4oO,UX), 
and in Aegina there were 47U,tXK). 

It is here that So!on, the first great 
law -giver, appears. As yet the art of 
enacting laws as necessity for them ap- 
peared, ami their written codification, 
which required a higher knowledge of. 
the functions of legislative bodies than' 
they had attained, had not yet been 
learned. The peopic were in that s:agc 
when lawgivers appear, and legislation 
was under the sanction of a personal 
i ame. Solon came into the archonship 
594 B. C, when the evils in society had 
reached a degree that was intolerable. 

Solon brought help to the rising state 
which added to its strength, but again 
at the expense of the old constitution, in 
which the powers of the government 
were co-ordinated between the Councils 
of Chiefs, the Assembly (Agora), the 
Court of Areopagus and nine archons. 
The Court of Areopagus, it should be 
mentioned, was comprised of cx-archons, 
with power to try criminals and with a 
censorship over morals, together with a 
power of supervision over a number of 
new offices in the military, naval and 
administrative service. Solon followed 
up the project of Theseus of organizing 
society into classes, but with this dif- 
ference : instead of the new classes be- 
ing organized according to occupations, 
.the constitution of Solon arranged them 
upon a property basis. There were four 
of these classes, divided according to 
the amount of wealth, and these classes 
were invested with certain powers that 
imposed corresponding obligations. This 
constitution transferred a portion of the 
civil powers of the gentes, phratrics and 
tribes to the propertied classes. In pro- 
portion as the substance of power was 
withdrawn from the former and invested 
in the latter the gentes were weakened 
and their decadence progressed. The 
four classes of Solon were graduated 
upon property in land and its yield. Five 
hundred, three hundred and one hun- 
dred and fifty mcdimnoi of grain (a 
mcdimnos equals 1.16 bushels) were the 
minimum yields of the first three classes. 
All whose land produced less than that 
required for the third class, or who had 
no land at all, were assigned to the 
fourth class. The first class alone were 
eligible to the high offices, the second 
also could hold office of lesser impor- 
tance and were principally assigned to 
cavalry duty, and the third were the 
heavy infantry. The fourth class were 
the fight armed soldiers and they also 
manned the navy. These paid no taxes 
and were disqualified from holding of- 
fices. They had, however, the right to 
speak and to vote in the agora or public 
assembly. 

The council had been increased to four 
hundred— one hundred representatives 
from each of the four Attic tribes. This 
council of tribal representatives elected 
by the people of the tribes served as the 
basis for what was ultimately constituted 
the senate, and was the only remnant of 
the old constitution that was transferred 
to the new body politic. 

In the public assembly all officials were 
elected, and here they had to render ac- 
count. Here all the laws were made 
and here the fourth class were in the 
majority. This acted as a check on the 
privileged classes, and a way was found 
to do away with and avoid the return of 
the enslavement of the free Athenians. 
One of the general measures adopted 
was the prohibition of contracts giving 
the person of the debtor in lien. Fur- 
ther, a maximum limit was fixed for the 
amount of land any one individual could 
own. Existing debts were simply de- 
dared illegal. Solon boasts in his poems 
that by the measures promulgated by him 
the mortgage notices were removed from 
indented lands, and those who had fled 
or been sold into slavery abroad for 
debts were enabled to return home. 

In the enactment of these measures we 
have exhibited that phenomenon char- 
acteristic of all revolutions since that 
day : the protection of one kind of prop- 
erty against another kind of property. 
One kind of property cannot be pro- 
tected without the violation of another. 

It has been observed that the people of 
Athens were now organized into an 
army. Also a navy for occasional short 
expeditions and the protection of mer- 
chant vessels. At some time not definitely 
determined, but prior to Solon, a most 
important event had occurred. This was 
•he institution of the naucrarioi, small ter- 
ritorial districts, twelve in each tribe. 
Each was a local circumscription of 
householders from which levies were 
drawn into the military and naval serv- 
ice, and from which taxes were doubt- 
less collected. The naucrarioi was the 
incipient done or township, which, when 
the idea of a territorial basis was fully 
developed, was to become the founda- 



tion of the second great plan of govern- 
ment. Every naucrarioi was required to 
furnish, equip and man a war vessel and 
lo detail two horsemen. This denotes 
the existence of a public power of co- 
ercion that had its origin outside the 
gentile constitution, and which no longer 
coincided with the idea of the entirety of 
the armed nation ; again, it denotes the 
first division of the people for public 

fittrposcs, not by groups of kinship, but 
>y local residence. The significance of 
this appeared as the state developed. It 
introduced the territorial element. 

These provisions, with the senate, the 
popular assembly, now called the ec- 
ctcsia, the nine archons, and the Court 
of Ariopagus. gave to the Athenians a 
much more elaborate government than 
Ihcy had before known, and requiring a 
higher degree of intelligence for its 
management. 

The new system of Solon had given a 
great impetus to the Athenian common- 
wealth. The useful arts had attained a 
very considerable development; com 
mercc on the sea had developed into a 
national interest ; agriculture and manu- 
factures were well advanced; and writ- 
ten composition in verse had come into 
vogue. Nevertheless, almost a century 
elapsed characterized by many internal, 
disorders due to the conflict of interests 
and customs between the gentile order 
and the fast developing political one, 
before the concept of the state had fully 
matured. 

The idea was seized, was definitely 
worked out and given an organic em- 
bodiment by Kleisthcncs (509 B. C). 
who may be regarded as the founder of 
tne second great plan of human govern- 
ment, that under which modern civilized 
nations are organized. Here the terri- 
torial element is discovered in full swing 
and the usages of gentile law have van- 
ished to give the new society full play 
in the political state. 

Kleisthcncs divided Attica into a hun- 
dred demcs or townships, each circum- 
scribed by metes and bounds and dis- 
tinguished by a name. ( Every citizen was 
required to register himself, and to have 
his property enrolled in the deme in 
which he lived. The deme displaced the 
naurraria. Its inhabitants were an or- 
ganized body politic, invested with pow- 
ers of local self-government. The. citi- 
zens of a deme elected their official head 
(called demarchos), treasurer and thirty 
judges, who had jurisdiction in minor 
cases. They also received their own 
temple and divine guardian or hcros, 
whose priest they elected. The control 
of the deme was in the hands of the 
council of citizens. Morgan observes 
that this is the prototype of the auton- 



omous American township, but it was 
invested with powers upon even a fuller 
and larger scale. All registered citizens 
were free and equal in their rights and 
privileges, with the exception of equal 
eligibility to the higher offices. The 
modern state in its highest development 
ended in the same unit with which the 
rising state began its career in Athens. 

Ten of these demes (Greek, (Jemoi) 
formed a "tribe."* The local tribe was 
not only an autonomous political, but 
also a military group. It elected the 
phylarchos or tribal head, who com- 
manded the horsemen; the taxiarchos, 
in command of the infantry and the 
strategic leader, who was the com- 
mander of the entire body of troops 
raised in the tribal territory by conscrip- 
tion or "draft." The local tribe also 
equipped and manned five war vessels 
called triremes. The tribe took its name 
from the Attic hero who was its 
guardian deity. It elected fifty council- 
men into the council of Athens, now the 
senate of five hundred. 

The Athenian state, then, consisted of 
ten local tribes or districts, embracing 
the aggregate of the Athenian citizenry. 
It was represented by a senate, an ec- 
clcsia, the Court of Areopagus, the 
archons, the judges and the body of 
elected military and naval commanders. 

Thus was the state, (he second great 
plan of government, founded upon terri- 
tory and upon property. Thus were sub- 
stituted a scries of territorial aggregates 
in the place of an ascending series of 
aggregates of persons united by the tie 
of consanguinity. As a plan of govern- 
ment the state rests upon territory, 
which is permanent, and upon property, 
which is localized. It deals with its 
citizens localized in townships through 
their territorial relations. Only in so 
far as it relates to their connection with 
religious rites, with certain criminal pro- 
ceedings, and with certain social prac- 
tices the usages of gentile society in 
Athens were now obsolete. The classes 
instituted by Theseus and those after- 
ward by Solon disappeared after the 
time of Klcisthenes. 

♦The word (Litin. "trihus ,, ) originally 
signified "a third part," designating a 
third part of the people when composed 
of three tribal divisions. But, in course 
of time, after the Latin tribes were lo- 
calized within a circumscribed territory, 
instead of consanguine, like the Athenian 
local tribes, the term tribe lost its 
numerical quality, and came, like the 
phylon of Kleisthcncs, to be a local 
designation.— See Mnmmsen's History 
of Rome. 

(Continued next week.) 



Textile Workers 
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gathers all the disconnected forces and 
aligns them with a general working class 
movement in the industrial field. 

A movement lo bring relief, and offer- 
ing the final solution of the labor prob- 
lem, must be founded on Uic fact that 
the employing class and the working 
class have nothing in common, that there 
can be no peace as long as hunger and 
want are found among millions ot work- 
ing people, and the tew who make up 
the employing class have all the good 
things of life. 

It must be an economic organization, 
and not endorse nor ask endorsement ot 
any political party. 

It must be organized on the industrial 
plan of organization, all workers in a 
given place of employment should be 
members of one union, sub-arranged in 
branches as dictated by conditions and 
experience. 

All unions of workers in the textile 
industry should be subordinate to one 
Nitional Industrial Union of Textile 
Workers, which again would form a 
component part of the Department Or- 
ganization of Textile and Clothing In- 
dia rics, into which, would be organized 
in two other national industrial unions 
all workers engaged in the making of 
clothing and those working at the finish- 
ing of products from textiles. 

Over 5,000 textile workers in different 
localities have already organized into the 
Industrial Workers of the World, and 
thousands of others arc ready to con- 
centrate their energies and get all other 
workers into the folds of the organiza- 
tion. But to assure the co-operation of 
all who strive to establish a real labor 
organization on the plans proposed, the 
General Executive Board of the Indus- 
trial Workers of the World deemed it 
necessary to issue this call for a A'u- 
tionai Convention, lo be held in I. W. W. 
Textile Workers' Hall, 1S4 Main Sjrcet, 
Paterson, N. /., on May 1, 1008, for the 
purpose of forming a National Indus- 
trial Union of Textile Workers of the 
Industrial Workers of the World. 

Basis of Representation 

Representation in the convention shall 
lie based upon the number of members 
organiaed in a union of textile workers 
at least two months prior to the conven- 
tion. Ea.ch union entitled to representa- 
tion* in the convention shall be entitled 
to one vote for the first fifty of its 
members and one additional vote for 
each additional fifty of its members or 
major fraction thereof. 

The convention will act on credentials 
of all such delegates from bodies not as 
yet connected with the Industrial Work- 
ers of the World. 

All textile workers, therefore, who 
agree to these plans and the principles 
set forth, are called upon to organize im- 
mediately, or where already organized, 
to prepare for the sending of delegates 
to that convention. All further informa- 
tion can be obtained from general head- 
quarters of the Industrial Workers of 
the World. 212 Bush Temple, Chicago, 

• • * 

Printed leaflets, containing the mani- 



festo and call, can be obtained at the 

fricc of $2 per thousand, in English, 
rench, German, Italian and Folish. Ad- 
dress orders as above. 

Issued by authority of the General 
Executive Board, Industrial Workers of 
the World. 

Wm. E. Trautmam, 

Gen'l Sec'y-Treas. 
Vincent St. John, 

General Organizer. 
Members Executive Board: 
F. W. Heslewood, 

Greenwood, B. C. 
T. J. Cole, 

Blue Island, III. 
Rudolph katz, 

Paterson, N. J. 
B. H. Williams, 
Eureka, Cat. 
Wm. Yates, 

New Bedford, Mass. 



Let K Soak In 

The heart of the trouble is this: 
The tools of industry have changed 
from little hand instruments that the 
worker owned and used to gigantic 
plants of machinery that a large num- 
ber of men have to use together, work- 
ing co-operatively. Now, if the tools, 
the plants, must be used co-operative- 
ly, they ought therefore to be owned 
co-operatively, so that the workers 
may receive what they have produced. 

The wage-earners have only one re- 
sort. That is, to organize themselves 
into a movement of, by and for them- 
selves and through their own organ- 
ization become the government. When 
once the wage-earners are the govern- 
ment the two present conflicting 
classes will be merged into one class, 
the workers. Then and not till then 
the present class struggle will end. 



Pat and the Motor 

A retired Irish major sold his 
horses and carriage and bought a mo- 
tor car; but instead of engaging a 
chauffeur he determined to send his 
faithful old coachman to a Dublin firm 
of engineers for a course of lessons 
in small repairs. 

"You will go through a two months' 
training," he explained to Pat, as he 
handed him a check for his expenses, 
"during which time you will make 
yourself thoroughly familiar with the 
engine and all its works." 

"I will, sor." said Pat, and, having 
stowed the check away down in his 
trousers pocket, he took his departure. 

In two months' time he returned, 
with the conqueror's look in his eye. 

"Well, Pat, have you succeeded?" 

"I have, sor." 

"And you know everything about a 
motor?" 

"I know all, sor, from the big lamp 
in front to the little number behind— 
except one thing," .the new chauffeur 
added, as he nervously plucked a few 
hairs from his new bearskin coat. 

"And what is it you don't know?" 
demanded the major. 

"Well, I don't quite understand yet 
what, makes the blessed thing move 
without horses."— Tit Bits. 
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The Industrial Workers 
of the World has but one 
general office In Chicago, 
located In the Bush Tem- 
ple, North Clark Street; 
It has no connection with 
any claimants to the 
name and repudiates anj 
and all claims made by 




OUR BOOK LIST 



ELOW we give a partial Kit of boob 
which we are prepared to supply to 
readers of this paper. At will be teen 
the bst contains many of the books with 
the contents of which Industrial Union- 
ists should be familiar. They range from light, but 
instructive pamphlets, to the scientific and philosophical 
works of Labriola, Morgan and Man. Any book in 
the'list will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of price, 
and we ask all members of the organization and 
readers of this paper to order their boob from us. 

REMIT PRICE WITH YOUR ORDER 

Capital. Volume I. Marx $2.00 

Capital. 9 Volume II. Marx 2.00 

The Ancient Lowly. Voluma I. Ward 2.00 

Tba Aacieat Lowly, Voluma D. Ward 2.00 

Ancient Society. Morgan , I JO 

Economic Foundation! of Society. Loria 125 

Eauyt on Materialiitic Conception of Hiatory. Labriola ........ 1.00 

. ... , , «. .. ^ labriola.. "~ 

cSooahem. 



__. Engels 

The Evolution of Property. La Fargue , 

Revolution and Court er-Revolobon. Marx 

Woman Under Socialism. Bebel 

The Iron Trevet.. Eugene Sue 

Hiatory of a Proletarian Family. Eugene Sue. 

The Silver Cram. Sue , 

The Golden Skkle.«5W 

Aritfotle • Ernavt 

Darwin* Coral Reeh 

Ibaea '• Pillan of Society 

Platoi Republic .... 

Socialiem: Utopian and Scientific Engels 

The Social Revolution. Kautsky. .... . 

Collective and mdutfrial Evolution. Vandervelde 

The Origin of the Family. Engels 

Ethic* end the Materieltet Conception of Hiatory. Kautsky.. 

Poakive School of CrindncW Ferri 

The Civil .War m France7»ar;r 

American Industrial Evolution. Eberl , 



C om m a afct Maafcma, Marx and Engels. 
ThePremnbleofthel. W.W. De Lion.. 
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£ 1 dUaioamm. Debs 

■ ALL ORDERS FULED PROMPTLY* 



WM. E TRAUTMANN 

310 Bush Temple : : CHICAGO. I 



ORDER 

TMC 

Stenographic 
REPORT 

(orriei«0 
or THC 

INDUSTRIAL UNION 
CONVENTION of 1906 

And yet all the facta 
and tike troth of that 
now memorable gath- 
ering. Nothing; omit* 
ted and nothing gar- 
bled. Buy it Now. 



Stenogrnpalcally Beperted by 
WILSON I. HcDEBMUTT 



620 PAQES 

PRICE 50c 



CONTENTS s 

Absentees and Proxies 

Appropriation for Delegates 

Arotioast State Union 

Aedttlag Committee's Report 

Authorization of Striates 

Benefit Insurance 

Building Trades' Industrial Union 

Buslnsss Agents 

Credential Committee's Report 

Constitution Committee 

Organisation Committee 

Strikes and Grievances CoaaaeJttee 

Literature and Education Cent* 



Ways and Neons Committee 
Boports of Officers 
Sovereign Power of Convention 
Debate en Oncers' Boports 
Disbursements of Funds 
Dnal Membership 
Election of Chairman 
Illinois Miners 
Installation of Officers 
Initiating a Beferendum 
Instructions to Organisers 
Ktrkpatrick Case 
Local EiecutT 
The Ubel 
Actual Wage-WerBers as Henabero 
Minutes ofGeneral ExocutlveBoard 
Metal aad Machinery ~ 
Hoyer-Raywoed and the 

Strike 
Organisation Fund 
Organisers la Convention 
Political Endorsements 
The Preamble 
Bopreseatatien of Locals 



Status of C. 0.1 

Structure of Organisation 
Terms of Salutation 
Transportation Denartmoat 
Western Federation of Minors 



Order for Subscription Cards 



190.... 

Wm. E. Travtmakm, G. S. T. 

Industrial Workers ol the World: 
I am Interested In extending the 
circulation of The tafmttsl Olist Ms«l 

and wish yon would send me 

Subscription Cards as follows: 
Cards for One Year 

Cards for Six Months 

1 agree to sell the cards at 60 cents 
and 83 cents each, and forward to yon 
all nvney received at least once a 
month. 

Name 

Street No. 



Member of Local I. W.W. 



To know what ladfutrlml 
Unionism is jon mast rend 
what is said about it by its 
friends and what it says for 
itself; only in that way eaa 
its present aims and ultimate 

{lurpoaes be understood. The 
ollowing are recommended 
to workingmen who desire to 
learn what Industrial Union- 
ism is: 
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